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“Equality, Education, and Everyday Issues in 2015” 

 
Robin Kacel                                                                                                        Office Hours:                         
Email: rkacel@clcillinois.edu                                                               Mon.   1:30 – 4:30 
Office: B-265                                                                                           Tues.   3:15 – 4:15 
Office Phone: (847) 543-2561                                                             Wed.   1:30 – 4:30 
                                                                                                                  Thurs. 3:15 – 4:15 
Cell: 847-902-0842                                                                                Fri.  10:00 – 11:00 & 1:00 – 2:00 
No TEXTS please                                                                                    And by appointment 
 
Required Texts: 
Pearson Custom Library: 
Mercury Reader 
Also Required: 

• CLC email account- students are required to use Blackboard 
• Folder for handouts 
• Composition notebook 
• Small personal stapler 

 
Course Description 
I am thrilled to be teaching this section of English Composition. Together we will explore the nuances of college level 
writing and celebrate the power and beauty of language. This course is designed to help you develop an academic 
voice and become proficient in the analysis of college level texts. With these skills, you will be prepared to enter the 
many dialogues present in our academic community. This course focusses on the analysis and practice of argument 
and the use of critical thinking to read, analyze and produce college level arguments. 
 
Prerequisite: Language Proficiency  
Illinois Articulation Initiative (IAI) number Gen Ed IAI Number(s): C1 900  
 
 

Honors English 121-650   Introduction to Composition        Fall 2015
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Expected Outcomes  
Upon successful completion of this course, a student should be able to:  

• Communication Students will present information and ideas effectively in various contexts and formats (written and oral).  
• Technical and Information Literacy Students will use contemporary technology and information literacy skills appropriately and effectively to support 

academic and job-related tasks.  
• Critical Thinking Students will use scientific methods and other modes of inquiry to define problems; access, evaluate, integrate, and document 

information; and develop logical arguments with evidence.  
• Social and Cultural Awareness Students will evaluate and interpret artistic, cultural, historical, and scientific events, texts, and trends within a global 

context.  
• Reading Students will read critically using appropriate strategies.  

 
Course Content Outcomes  

• Demonstrate the ability to organize, develop and support his or her ideas in vivid, clear prose, using a composing process that includes planning, 
drafting, revising, and editing;  

• Analyze a variety of texts, including visual media, in their social, historical, and rhetorical contexts;  
• Develop critical stances for reading and writing across academic disciplines;  
• Apply knowledge of the rhetorical context to writing essays for various audiences and purposes;  
• Use critical thinking to analyze texts and create well-reasoned academic arguments that could incorporate evidence from the student’s personal 

experience, course readings, and outside sources;  
• Demonstrate the ability to integrate other sources into her or his writing using appropriate research and documentation techniques.  

 

 
What to Expect in This Class: 

 
Reading 
A majority of the reading assignments will be found in our textbook, The Mercury Reader. I encourage you 
to annotate readings by making notes in the margins of your book or recording notes. By interacting with a 
text, you will be better prepared to participate in discussions.  
 
When readings are from other sources, they will be posted on Blackboard and you are expected to print 
them out and bring to class. 
 
 
Reading Responses 
Certain reading assignments will require you to write a Reading Response. These are marked on the 
syllabus with “RR”. Reading Responses are one page typed personal reactions to what you have read. 
These are responses are due on the day that the reading is to be completed. PLEASE NOTE, 

There will be no partial credit on these brief responses 
since they take the place of quizzes. They are intended to draw you into the writing and demonstrate that 
you read the material.  The title of the reading should be the title of the Reading Response. 
The same three questions should be answered for each Reading Response unless other directions are 
given. 

1. What did you notice about this reading 
2. How did you feel about what you noticed 
3. How did you connect (or not connect) with the piece and why 

 
Your answers can be numbered and addressed as individual topics. Responses will be graded on three 
criteria.  1) Ability to follow correct format; 2) Thoughtful consideration of material 3) Length – Reading 
Responses should be one page long! The challenge is to answer questions in a precise and incisive manner.  
Each reading response is worth 10 points.  
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Essays 
You will write four essays this semester, ranging in length from 3-6 pages. All papers will require the 
incorporation of outside sources to be integrated with your own academic voice. When documentation is 
required, use the MLA style which you can find explained in your textbook as well at the on line writing lab 
at Purdue University.  
 
You are welcome to revise your first three papers. You will have one week from the time you receive your 
paper back. The revision must be attached to the graded copy and have a REVISION COVER SHEET. You can 
find this form on Blackboard. 
 
Essay One:  Underage Drinking 
Essay Two:  Rhetorical Analysis 
Essay Three: Research One 
Essay Four: Research Two 
 
Class Discussion 
I encourage all of you to jump in right away! There will be many opportunities to simply share your 
thoughts on a particular idea or sentence – even a word. As the semester progresses, I will count on you to 
challenge me and each other. I will count on you to bring the spirit of your generation to topics that have 
been debated for many years. One fact is certain: every opinion is valuable. You never know when 
something you say might trigger thoughts in a classmate, maybe even changing her mind or changing the 
class or even changing the College. I know this can happen because of the many students who have 
changed me.  
 
Here are some recommendations for successful participation: 
 

1. Ask questions – they can be even better than answers. I love questions that I can’t answer, 
questions that insist I see something from a new perspective. 

2. Complete reading assignments and take notes – you will be prepared with ideas when you enter the 
room. You will feel more confident in this class if you are well prepared. 

3. Learn your classmates’ names and refer to them when you respond to something they have said. 
4. Establish eye contact with your classmates. 
5. Respect every speaker by not talking, shuffling papers or eating a taco salad while she is speaking 

 
Presentation: 
You will be required to make one presentation at the end of the semester that offers your classmates a 
synopsis of your final research project. Your presentation will take the place of a final exam. 
 
Quizzes. There will be announced or in-class quizzes throughout the semester. Each quiz is worth 10 points. 
There will be no pop-quizzes. 
 
There will be 2 extra credit assignments during the semester – each worth ten points. 
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Course Policies 
 
Grading Policy 
 
Reading Responses and Quizzes……………………….10% 
Essay One: Underage Drinking………………………….10% 
Essay Two Rhetorical Analysis…………………………..20% 
Essay Three:  Research Part One…..…………………..20% 
Essay Four:  Research Part Two………………………….20% 
Mid-term Exam…………………………………………………10% 
Presentation……………………………………………………..10% 
 
Borderline grades will be influenced by oral participation. 
 
Course Policies 

• Blackboard: please familiarize yourself with Blackboard as soon as possible.  You may call tech-
support at (847) 543-2052 if you need help.  A variety of materials will be posted on Blackboard, 
including extra-credit opportunities, important updates and announcements as well as notices that 
class has been cancelled if necessary. You are responsible for checking Blackboard as well as the 
course SYLLABUS on a regular basis.   
 

• Format of Papers: 
All writing assignments must be typed in order to receive credit. We will follow the Modern 
Language Style more commonly known as “MLA.”  Black ink, 12 point font and standard margins are 
required.  When you hand in multiple drafts, please place the final draft on top.  Using both sides is 
fine. Number pages.  Title and STAPLE all paper. Unstapled work will not be graded.   Papers are due 
at the beginning of class. Allow plenty of to print your work BEFORE CLASS. 
 

Class conduct: I strive to create a climate that is supportive, respectful, serious, relaxed and challenging. 
Each one of you brings something unique to this chemistry and I count on your help in making our class a 
source of inspiration and welcoming place for your personal as well as academic growth  

 
Sample Paper Format 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sarah Jones                        Jones 1 

Robin Kacel 

English 121-032 

10 Aug. 2014 

                                   Legal Anonymity: Who is John Doe? 

                 The legal definition of………………………………………………………. 
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Late Paper Policy:  
All late essays must be accompanied with a “Late Paper Cover Sheet” which can be found on Blackboard. 
You are welcome to hand one essay in late.  You may have until the next class session to complete it. 
Otherwise, five points will be deducted for each class session after the due date.  
 

• Extensions: If you need an extension, it MUST BE ARRANGED IN ADVANCE.  Each case will be 
handled individually.  

 
• Please note: work may NOT be sent via email. If you know you will be absent on the day a paper is 

due, talk to me in advance and we will work out individual arrangements. 
 

• VERY IMPORTANT ADVICE:  keep all of your drafts on your computer and back them up. 
 
Revision:  
All revisions must be accompanied by a ‘REVISION COVER SHEET’ which can be found on Blackboard under 
“Assignments.” Please include the graded copy with your revision and “Revision Cover Sheet.” All three 
documents should be stabled. Unstapled work will not be accepted. 

 
Attendance:  MANDATORY.  You are expected to attend class every day.  We all have personal 
emergencies, so you are allowed one absence without documentation or penalty. Frequent absences will 
result in a lowered grade. If you miss 6 classes, I reserve the right to drop you from the class. Chronic 
tardiness irritates students as well as faculty.  Plan accordingly and arrive at class on time. Your grade will 
be lowered if you are excessively late. 
 
CELL PHONES:  OFF. If you are expecting an urgent call, please let me know in advance and step out of the 
room when the call comes in. 

 
TEXTING:  Don’t do it. I never embarrass a student in class……..except if he or she is TEXTING!! 

 
Plagiarism:  
You are expected to be familiar with CLC’s Plagiarism Policy. If you do not understand the MLA 
Documentation Style after it has been explained in class, please make an appointment to meet with me 
during office hours. See Blackboard for more information. 
 
Tips for Avoiding Plagiarism:  

-Weigh the risks! 
-Come to class and pay attention while you are here. 
-Take pride in all of your written work – your name is on it. 
-Have confidence in your own ideas and know that I am interested in them. 
-Ask for help and clarification when you need it.  
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Office Hours:  You are free to drop by during my office hours without an appointment, but if you are on a 
tight schedule, I recommend setting a time with me so that you have a specific time reserved. If my office 
hours are not workable for you, I will try to accommodate your needs. 
 
The Writing Center: AMAZING RESOURCE! Use it. You may drop in or call in advance for an appointment – 
543-2452. See Blackboard for more information. 

 
Students with Special Needs:  you success is important to me. If you are a student with a documented 
disability and may need academic accommodations such as extended time for exams, and/or an in-class 
note-taker, please present documentation to the Office for Disabilities. You may call for an appointment at 
543-2055. 
 
Counseling Office: Counseling Services: 
 The College of Lake County Counseling Office offers professional counseling for students who are in crisis or are having 
personal problems which as a result may affect their academic and career goals.  The services of professional counselors 
are available at three locations on an appointment or drop-in basis:  Grayslake Campus, C110, (847) 543-2060; Lakeshore 
Campus in Waukegan, N211, (847) 543-2186; Southlake Campus in Vernon Hills, V130, and (847) 543-6501. 
  
University Religious Observance Act:  this allows students to be absent in order to participate in religious 
observances and holidays with no penalties towards absence or grade. 
 

Have a great semester. Your success is my goal! 
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Honors English 121-650 
Robin Kacel: rkacel@clcillinois.edu      B265: 847-543-2561 

 
SYLLABUS FOR FALL 2015 

 
1. Have your syllabus with you in class every day 
2. Check the syllabus each night before class 
3. Work is due on the day that it appears on the syllabus 
4. RR = Reading Response 

 
DATE TOPIC ASSIGNMENTS DUE ADDITIONAL NOTES 
WEEK ONE 
Tues. Aug. 25 

Introductions 
Course Overview 

  

Thurs. Aug. 27 Academic Voice Writing Sample 
Three sentences 

 

WEEK TWO 
Tues. Sept.1 

Academic Voice Annotation of 3 Emails Annotations will be 
collected 

Thurs. Sept. 3 Aristotle 
Rhetorical Appeals 

Vacation Email due  

WEEK THREE 
Tues. Sept. 8 

No Class – Labor Day   

Thurs. Sept. 10 Revision Lecture Rough draft E-1 due  
WEEK FOUR 
Tues. Sept. 15 

Martin Luther King Final Draft E-1 due 
“Letter from Birmingham 
Jail” 

Text: 190-199 

Thurs. Sept. 17 MLK “Letter from Birmingham 
Jail” 
Discussion Panels 

Text: 200-209 

WEEK FIVE 
Tues. Sept. 22 

MLK Discussion Panels  

Thurs. Sept. 24 Rhetoric of Apology 
Assign E-2 

Read “I Have Sinned”  
(Clinton) and Tiger Woods’ 
apology 

Handouts 

WEEK SIX 
Tues. Sept. 29 

Political Rhetoric Choice of speech due; 
Quiz/RR due. 

Bring speech to class 

Thurs. Oct. 1 Guidelines for E-2   
    

Important Dates:  

Essay One:  9/15      Essay Two:  10/13    Mid-term: 10/13     Essay Three: 11/10   Essay Four:  12/10 

mailto:rkacel@clcillinois.edu
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 TOPIC ASSIGNMENTS DUE ADDITIONAL NOTES 
WEEK SEVEN 
Tues. Oct. 6 

Organization of E-2 
Conclusions/Models 

Continued work on 
intro and rough draft 

 

Thurs. Oct. 8 Workshop 
Mid-term study guide 

Rough draft of E-2 due  

WEEK EIGHT 
Tues. Oct. 13 

MID-TERM EXAM 
Assign Essay Three; 
Annotated bibliography 

Final draft of E-2 due  

Thurs. Oct. 15 CONFERENCES AND  
INDEPENDENT READING 

Read “The New Lost 
Generation”  
Reading Response due: 
Thurs. Oct. 22 

In PERSONAL ESSAY  
PACKET 
Robin’s office: B265 

WEEK NINE 
Tues. Oct. 20 

CONFERENCES AND  
INDEPENDENT READING 

Read the “New Lost 
Generation”  
Answer discussion 
questions 

Robin’s office: B265 
 

Thurs. Oct. 22 Essay Three Discussion of “The New 
Lost Generation” 

 

WEEK TEN 
Tues. Oct. 27 

Essay Three Read “Consider the 
Lobster”  Reading 
Response due and 
“Modern Romance” 
Reading Response due 

In Personal Essay Packet 

Thurs. Oct. 29 Essay Three Research and 
discussion 

 

WEEK ELEVEN 
Tues. Nov. 3 

Essay Three Research and 
discussion 

 

Thurs. Nov. 5 Essay Three Rough draft due  
WEEK TWELVE 
Tues. Nov. 10 

Assign Essay Four Essay Three due 
What is Creative NF? 

 

Thurs. Nov. 12 Essay Four Read: Characteristics of  
Creative nonfiction 

Handout 
No RR due 

WEEK THIRTEEN 
Tues. Nov. 17 

Essay Four 
The braided essay 

Intro due 
Lecture 

Lecture will cover how to 
use the text and library 

Thurs. Nov. 19 Essay Four Authorial intent due See Personal Essay Packe 
WEEK FOURTEEN 
Tues. Nov. 24 

Essay Four 
 

Authorial Intent due;   

Thurs. Nov. 26 NO CLASS THANKSGIVING BREAK  
WEEK FIFTEEN 
Tues. Dec. 1 

Essay Four Preliminary outline due 
Lecture 

Lecture will cover notes 
and integrating sources 

Thurs. Dec. 3 Essay Four MLA Documentation  
WEEK SIXTEEN 
Tues. Dec. 8 

Essay Four Rough draft due 
Lecture 

Lecture will cover MLA/ 
plagiarism 

Thurs. Dec. 10 Essay Four due Essay Four due  
FINAL EXAM Thurs. 
12/17  10 – 11:50 
10:00 – 11:50 

Final Presentations Final Presentations The presentation takes 
the place of your exam 
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