
PHIL 125 650 - Spring 2013 

Honors Ethics 
 

Class Meetings: T&T 3:30-4:45        Instructor: Dr. Ben Almassi  

Classroom:  B156         Email:   balmassi@clcillinois.edu  

Office Hours:  M&W 9:20-10:50 & 12:30-1:30      Phone: 847-543-2960  

  T&T 8:20-9:20 & 10:50-12:20      Office: B263   

  & by appointment 
 

Texts 

EE = Steven Cahn (ed.) Exploring Ethics: An Anthology (2
nd

 ed. Oxford 2011), at CLC bookstore & on library reserve 

*    = additional readings to be posted on Blackboard, http://clc.blackboard.com  
 

Course Description 

“In this course, students critically evaluate general moral theories, fundamental moral concepts, and contemporary moral 

issues such as animal rights and the environment, reproductive technology and abortion, euthanasia and assisted suicide, 

poverty and famine relief, war and peace, racism, sexism, and other injustices. Students work to develop and defend their 

own views on these matters, and to understand and evaluate others’ views, by studying and applying moral theories such 

as virtue ethics, utilitarianism, deontology, and ethics of care. Throughout the course, students learn about moral concepts 

such as sound reasoning, autonomy, impartiality, utility, rights, responsibility, and justice. Specific attention is given to 

moral issues relevant to and philosophical contributions made by members of traditionally underrepresented groups.” 
 

Assignments (more details below)       Grading Rubric (revisable)  

Final examination  32%        A  ≥ 90%  

Short papers and other writing 24%       89% ≥  B  ≥ 80%  

Moral issues debates  12%       79% ≥  C  ≥ 70% 

Facilitated class discussions 12%       69% ≥  D  ≥ 60% 

Reading responses  10%        F  < 60% 

Participation    10% 
 

 

Late Policy 

Late / missed assignments are permitted only in cases of documented illness, family emergency, or natural disaster, and 

only if you alert me about it (in earlier conversation, via email or phone) in a timely manner. 
 

CLC Email and Blackboard 

Please set up your CLC email account and check it regularly, at least a few times each week. Remember, CLC instructors 

can only correspond with you thru your CLC email. Please also check our course Blackboard site at least once a week. 
 

Disability Accommodation    
If you have a documented disability warranting accommodations, please discuss this with me as soon as possible. Contact 

the Office for Students with Disabilities (L115-C, 543-2474) to arrange proper accommodations for your various courses. 
 

Counseling Services 

The College of Lake County Counseling Office offers professional counseling for students who are in crisis or are having 

personal problems which as a result may affect their academic and career goals. The services of professional counselors 

are available at Grayslake Campus (C110, 847-543-20603) and other CLC campuses on an appointment or drop-in basis. 
 

Withdrawing from the Course 

Students may withdraw from the course any time before April 10
th
, but CLC gives no refund if you withdraw after Feb 7

th
.     

If you want to withdraw (with a W on your transcript) after April 10
th
, you must receive special permission from me. 

 

Cheating and Plagiarism  
Please make sure that your work is your work. Students found cheating in any way will receive a zero for the assignment 

and be subject to CLC disciplinary review. Academic dishonesty may lead to a grade of “F” for the course and dismissal 

from the course or college. Your rights and responsibilities are outlined in the CLC student handbook and course catalog. 
 

Additional Remarks 

Take full advantage of the resources at your disposal! Visit me in office hours or set up appointments; visit the Tutoring 

and Writing Centers; get together with your classmates on Blackboard and in person. Try to have a bit of fun as well! 
 

 

mailto:balmassi@clcillinois.edu
http://clc.blackboard.com/

